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Introduction

Kashmiri Language

Kashmiri is an Indo-Aryan language primarily spoken in Kashmir Valley of the
State of Jammu & Kashmir in India. It is also spoken by the native speakers of Kashmiri
who are settled in other parts of India and in other countries. Kashmiri is also spoken in
Pakistan occupied Kashmir

The oldest recorded Kashmiri dates back to 9" century when poetry of Chumma
Sampraday was in vogue. The followers of this sect wrote verses in old Kashmiri or
Apabhramsa.  This was followed by Shitikanth’s Mahanaya Prakash, which is a
philosophical work on Kashmir Shaivism. Its language is similar to that of Chumma pads.
Avtar Bhat in banasurvada katha in the 15" century used old Kashmiri so did Ruupa
Bhawani in her verses in the 17" century. Laleshwari in the 14™ century and her disciple
Nund Rishi alias Sheikh-ul-Alam used common man’s language in their poetry which are
the first attested forms of modern Kashmiri.

Kashmiri Language Materials

After the mass exodus of people from Kashmir due to militancy, large number of
Kashmiris after being displaced from the valley, resettled in many parts of India. The
worst fall out of this human tragedy was loss of Kashmiri language and culture. The
survival of Kashmiri outside its environment was threatened. It was indeed a big challenge
to work out various strategies to keep our mother tongue alive. Hence need was felt to
develop proper teaching/learning materials in the language. During last few years lot of
such materials have been written. Some of the important course materials presently
available for teaching/learning Kashmiri language are :

1. An Introduction to Spoken Kashmiri Prof. Braj B.Kachru

2. An Intensive Course in Kashmiri Prof. Omkar N.Koul

3. Spoken Kashmiri Prof. Omkar N.Koul

4. An Audio Cassette Course in Kashmiri Roop Krishen Bhat

(One booklet with 03 cassettes)

5. Let us Learn Kashmiri — Primer and Reader ~ Roop Krishen Bhat

6. Kashmiri Swayamshikhshak Roop Krishen Bhat

7. Urdu Kashmiri Reader Roop Krishen Bhat

8. Basic Reader in Kashmiri M..K.Raina & Neelam Trakru

A host of other publications by CIIL, Mysore etc. are also available



It may be mentioned that during the course of its history Kashmiri has been written
in various scripts as determined by circumstances i.e. Sharda, Devnagri, Roman and Perso
Arabic. However, it needs to be underlined that it was but natural that such courses are
written in the script which is user friendly and acceptable to the learners keeping the new
environment they live in under consideration. Therefore, Devnagri or Roman were the only
appropriate scripts in which most of the above mentioned materials were written.

Dialects of Kashmiri

Kashmiri has social, geographical or regional and religious dialects. Three major
regional dialects are Maraz spoken in Southern region, Kamraz spoken in Northern region
and the third variety spoken in and around Srinagar. The language spoken in Srinagar and
its surroundings is considered to be the standard Kashmiri and is used in print and
electronic media.

Outside valley there are two major dialects namely Poguli and Kashtawari.
Distinction is also observed in the speech varieties of Hindus and Muslims i.e. two major
speech communities of the language. While as Hindus use Sanskritized Kashmiri,
Muslims use persanized Kashmiri. Distinction is drawn in terms of vocabulary used,
pronunciation and morphological factors. Kashmiri is different from other Indo-Aryan
languages in terms of certain phonetic, morphological and syntactical features. It is a V-2
or SVO language.

The Present Course

The present course-is aimed at those Kashmiri learners who are not in touch with
Kashmiri for quite some time now and want to brush-up their language as well as for the
beginners. It would also cater to the needs of our youngsters who want to pick up and learn
basic spoken language for general communication. The lessons are based on basic
structures of the language and core vocabulary and presented mostly in the conversational
form. Though this is a self instructional course, however; guidance of a native speaker
would be helpful. The Roman script used is based on the International Phonetic Alphabetic
(IPA) which suits the sound system of Kashmiri language and is the most scientific and
easy to comprehend. The standardised Devnagri script as approved by the expert
committee has been used for writing Kashmiri thereby making reading and writing easy.
Technical (grammatical) terminology as far as possible has been avoided and the emphasis
is on direct learning of language use. The course starts with an introduction to Kashmiri
speech system followed by lessons based on basic structures of language. The entire
course is graded starting from simple to complex structures. Classified core vocabulary of
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the language has been given at the end. Almost all the basic structures of Kashmiri
language have been introduced in this course. It is expected that readers would benefit
from this course. To gain competence in Kashmiri regular practice is necessary. Please
make it a habit to use kashmiri in day to day conversation at home.

The present course took its shape as a column started in “Naad™ the prestigious
socio-cultural monthly journal brought out by All India Kashmiri Samaj (AIKS). It ran for
two and half years. During this process I received lot of feed back from the readers which
encouraged and motivated me to compile it together in book form and present it to the
readers.

[ am thankful to Shri Vijay Saqi the dynamic editor of Naad who persuaded me to
write for Naad. During this period I also received lot of encouragement from Shri
M.K.Kaw. President of AIKS. I express my sincere gratitude to him. My readers who
were keen to read this column also deserve my thanks.

I am indebted to Shri A.N.Kaul Sahib, a pioneer of Kashmiri language. culture and
literature for the financial assistance he gave for publication of this book. 1 am also
thankful to Dr. Omkar N.Koul of IILS for his academic inputs and taking responsibility of
publication of this book.

Shri Md. Igbal Ahmad deserves special mention and thanks for an excellent DTP
work he did with patience and smile on his face.

I would feel privileged in case this exercise helps my community members to retain
their mother tongue. Readers are welcome for any query related to this course or on any
issue related to Kashmiri language. Please mail such queries to roopbhat'ayahoo.co.in

Roop Krishen Bhat
5™ February, 2007
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Transcription

Sir
Sir
ce
phe:r
klr
thr
tor

ROMAN (Phonetic)
i Wi i
I yi:d
e khe
e khe:l
I bl
L klL:x
) par
o par
a akh
a akh
u su
u hun
0 or
o or
2 S0
sa; soa:d
ROMAN (Phonetic)
p par
ph phar
b bar
t tar
th thar
d dar

Vowels

Consonants

A 8 a o § 4

DEVNAGRI

ENCA AR R A R AR RN
R TECN FEEEREAEE

DEVNAGRI

I3

44 4 4 7

FEFCEEEELLEREES:
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e
SIES
EASy|
\CESE|

EEREEEEREE

b w B B 5 F B B B B F F

loTh
loD
karun
kharun
garun
kaci
kachi
kaji
tsop
tshop
zal
mas
nas
sal

EEELEgE

& w F M F

@00
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B STBTHTA

(Kashmiri Alphabet)
3 - 3T T
of = 3t 1
3 < S| z
g f g T
3 > 2 a (%) <
3 = T 2 o 2
aft T T T (a%) A
SEl -q g - af -
& T )
Cl B 5l (=)
g ) 5
T C3 &) (®) (o1)
S o g (a1)
g % g )
T T S g
) q s
(&) 2 ()

Note:
letters placed in brakets are used only in certain proper names e.g. 3N, gy,
ARES, WEAE, HT, g, &HI, FHET | ete.
@eO






A Course in Kashmiri Language is a self-instructional course for leamihg
Kashmiri as a second language. It contains 30 lessons covering all the basic
structures of the Kashmiri language in a graded form followed by a classified vocabulary.

Each lesson is written in conversational style, followed by drills, exercises and
grammatical notes.

Dr Roop Krishen Bhat is a linguist, Kashmiri writer and a Media free-lancer.
Presently he is working as Director, Directorate of Adult Education, Ministry of
HRD, Govt. of India. Dr Bhat has written, edited, co-authored twenty-four books
and dozens of research papers/articles on language, linguistics, literature and
mass media. His books include 4 Descriptive Study of Kashmiri, Linguistics and
Language Teaching, Kashmir-Urdu Reader, An Audio-Cassette Course in
Kashmiri, Kashmiri Cultural Reader, Let Us Learn Kashmiri - Primer and
Reader, Urdu for All, Urdu Sab Ke Liye, Ibtidai Urdu, A Course in Urdu
Pronunciation, Harda Vaav- A collection of Kashmiri short stories, Kashmiri
Swayamshikshak, Parvat Ke Us Paar Ka Sapna- 4 collection of short stories in
Hindi, Hindustany Afsana- Kashmiri translation of Indian short stories etc.
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